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University of Miami Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (SURF) 
 
What: Sponsored by the Miller School of Medicine’s Office of Graduate Studies, the SURF Program offers 
participants the opportunity to choose from the biomedical sciences programs, including bacterial 
pathogenesis, cancer biology, gene expression / molecular genetics, immunology, neuroscience, and stem 
cell / regenerative medicine. The program introduces undergraduate students to projects experienced 
during postgraduate research training. This lends to an understanding of the planning, discipline, and 
teamwork involved in the pursuit of basic answers to current questions in the biological sciences. This 
program is ideal for students who are interested in pursuing a career in lab-based non-clinical research. 
Fellows will gain experience in modern research techniques, and have an opportunity to plan and execute 
an experimental strategy to answer a scientific question. Fellows will spend 10 weeks pursuing research 
under the mentorship of a Principal Investigator (PI) or their designee. Students are paired with 
a UMMSM faculty member based on their research interests. SURF participants receive a stipend, travel 
and accommodations. 
 
Where: The SURF Program will be held at the University of Miami Medical campus in Miami FL. 
Housing is provided for students on the University of Miami Coral Gables campus. A free monthly 
Metrorail pass is provided to commute between the Coral Gables campus and the Medical Campus. 
Travel accommodations (airfare and Uber) are also provided to and from your home state and 
Miami, FL. 
 
When: Fellows will spend 10 weeks at the end of May 20 to the end of July 26 pursuing research 
under the mentorship of a Principal Investigator (PI) or their designee. Fellows are expected to be in 
the lab from 8:30am to 5:00pm Monday-Friday, however these house may differ at the digression 
of the PI.  
 
Application Details: Rising undergraduate juniors and seniors who are interested in pursuing a career 
in lab-based non-clinical research are invited to apply. Applications are available in January and are 
due by the end of February. Application materials can be found online at 
(http://biomed.med.miami.edu/apply/apply-summer-undergraduate-research-fellowship-surf) and must 
be submitted through e-mail to Santos Cayetano (s.cayetano@med.miami.edu). Application 
Requirements include: 
 Two letters of Recommendation 
 Personal Statement/Essay  
 Unofficial Transcripts 
 
Program Contact Information: Please feel free to send questions to SURF Fellow Elizabeth 
Feldman, ef613@mynsu.nova.edu. You can also contact the program director, Santos Cayetano, 
s.cayetano@med.miami.edu  
 
